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seeks to counter gloomy stereotypes

Hiroshima survival
one of joy, artist says

May Masangkay
Hiroshima
KYODO

The horror in post-bombing
Hiroshima is captured in
black-and-white photos of the
city and its beleaguered survi-
VOrs.

But Taeko Tada, whose
mother survived the U.S. atom-
ic bombing at the age of 5, has
adifferent take on the tragedy.
Her self-published manga fo-
cuses on the happier faces of
women who let go of their

ain, decided to forgive and
elped to rebuild the city.

“The Hiroshima Miracle: Hi-
roshima is in the Pink!” uses
the color pink on its cover to
depict the hibakusha experi-
ence as one of hope and joy.

“I wanted people to know
more of the brighter side of Hi-
roshima, that this city is in the
pink and filled with happiness
as a result of efforts by women
like my great-grandmother to
rebuild the city after the atomnic
bomb,” said Tada, 47, a repre-
sentative of the Hiroshima-
based Peace Piece Project.

“Hiroshima is not just an
atomic-bombed city with a sad
history but also with a story of
rising above the tragedy. I
wanted to retell the stories of
women who struggled and
played key roles in reconstruc-
tion efforts and how women
forgave and helped each other”

Tada’s great-grandmother
lost her daughter-in-law at age
56 due to the effects of the
atomic bomb and raised Tada’s
mother alone.

Tada released the manga in
Japanese in five booklets last
year, to mark 70 years since the
end of World War II. It was
printed in English in March
and will be available on iBooks.

The book was sentto Ameri-
can Ambassador Caroline Ken-
nedy, who in April wrote aletter
ofthanks. Kennedy said a copy
will be sent to Washington.

In her letter, Kennedy said
she was “deeply moved” by her
visits to Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, and said she hopes the
visits will “help to advance
President (Barack) Obama'’s
goal of realizing a world with-
out nuclear weapons.”

Tada said she was “very

Taeko Tada holds a copy of the manga she wrote about women
who survived the atomic bombing, seen on May 25. Kyopo

touched” by Obama’s speech
during his historic visit Friday
to Hiroshima as the first sitting
U.S. president to do so, especial-
ly since he mentioned a story
about forgiveness, a theme that
reverberates in her manga.

In his address, Obama spoke
of a woman who forgave the
pilot who flew the plane that
dropped the bomb “because
sherecognized what she really
hated was war itself.”

Tada's 172-page book fea-
tures her great-grandmother’s
ordeal in the aftermath of the
bombing. Tada said she was
very young when her great-
grandmother died but vividly
recalls her inspiring words
about how itis better to forgive
than to be stuck in the past.

The manga also features the
story of a mother who cheered
onastrugglingbaseball teamin
Hiroshima in honor of her son
and a woman who was known

as one of the “Hiroshima Maid-
ens” invited to the United States
for reconstructive surgery.
Recounting her experience in
high school, Tada said she was
shocked when, as a volunteer
guide for foreign visitors, she
was asked if the people in Hiro-
shima still hated Americans.
“(The) atomic bombing is a
serious subject and sometimes
discourages people to come
here. People feel heavy after
touring through the Peace Me-
morial Park and other atomic
bomb-related sites,” she said.
She said her mangareceived
positive feedback from atomic
bomb survivors, who thanked
her for sharing sentiments they
could not quite articulate.
“We cannot live in the past.
We cannot change what hap-
pened,” Tada said. Her mes-
sage is to live toward the future:
“This is the Hiroshima I want
people to know.”
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Manga shows Hiroshima survival as one of joy
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The horrors of the world's first atomic bombing in
Hiroshima sre often captured in black and white
photos of the devastated western Japan city and

But Taeko Tada, whose mother survived the U.S.
atomic bombing on Aug. 6, 1945, st the age of 5,
hss a different take on the tragedy, ss her
self-published manga focuses on the happier faces
of women who let go of their pain, decided to
forgive and helped rebuild the city.

In her book entitled "The Hiroshima Miracle:
Hiroshima Is in the Pink!” Tada, 47, uses the color
pink on its cover and title to reflect her desire to
depict the atomiobomb survivors' tales ss one that
brings hope and joy to people. Pink is her favorite

To have fuller access to the Kyodo News
website, it is necesssry to subsaribe. We offer a
broad range of subsaiption options depending

cToR
e 1O Enenin

rrecece




E—ZXRbE—RXR78¥ 27 FADIZTTEICDINT

—HEEAE—XE—2X7 A7 FOHEIT
BAERA - BATEMZAIZFEHEEAZB CAHEHP
HEx2 LHOBICENTWBFER~ADTF v U T4 PHIEICEILITET,
R

TROZTKEDRT, TEHFICEGTREAEZERVCES L,

Qi2E [FE¥xokns=| OTBAIZL BIDIE
Yahoo ' 3 v E VI TERZEAW=IEWL Y
KindleFzOBFEFEZ XTI A—FLTW:ZLK ZETipEWEITEd,

@Pink.Clubx < 5EE7RAY 7 F DIiSiE
RARXR—=PFZ7 R EDRHICL B2REFFH .
A R—2y FREBETOEERICTRIEWLZLITET,
2t L < lZhttps://pink.club/sakura/Z Z& < 2 & L

QEEE IXIRIC L B IE
TRAREICKEW LTI &,
FELELDFHNAT., AARKNKELR & DWW DOIIE,
BAREA - BATOFECTFNZE5WREAE EDFHIKRILTETS,

<EEIRE - RITIRAICE 2 TEHHHE>

D THIRARIZTITEFf W72 A,
BFEHEBNFTLEFITHATEET, LA, ZEAZBALHE LI,
TEEDOEWERIE, 2 —RL R —HILD T ERE
BERYTBHBZIENTEEFEADT, TTHELEI L,

<—MBHEAEAE—XE—X7O o b >
Tel : 082-253-0693 (F¥H9 : 00~18 : 00)
Email: info@pink.club

[B1T7]) D5 B £ IRIT

[[54) -—ﬂ\0j47w\?)/§ [[E&] 518
[fEefER] TEEE [OFEHS)] 1973847
{Df%ﬁ]/v)t AE—27AY o b

¥ BIRA A3z z%%ofﬁwitéﬁfmtf§i¢
MEERH O DES DI

[(22] 15120 b%%l 19738471

[2&] —BHEAEAE—XE—X7O 7 k

<7 LYy hh—FKTOITEFAHES

TEPInk.ClubdDr—L_R=Ih b BFmEa2BMOKRL T,
https://pink.club/donation

2019 Peace Piece Project Activity Report page 18



—BtEEAE—RE—R7ATY = 7 MEEEREE 2019
Peace Piece Project
Activity Report 2019

—BHEEAE—RE—X7A 7 FPOBE

1. 28 [FEFfoenor~] 2HEDNERDEIGZGEAIZL T,
NEBTIRECFENZRI2FELEAB CAHBELITET

2. B U0AEBTAHRADII 2 =T 4 [PinkClub] &= L.
HEDLHhHICEMT 2EEZXRELET

3. EVIRBUIEE - EXAE., 1A Y MR DRAGIE - BRICKY,
HRE LHHOETHAT I LT MWRFMERR LRBEAAN AL ET

FEHHREA—NLTHS U EF

—RHAEEAE—RE—RXR7AY Y b (FEEXRSL Peace Piece Project)
[(RFREE] ZH ZiETF (7 =x2)
[(EAE%IZ) 2015 7H15H 2009458 & U EFE). 2015%F7HE=A1
[Fr E#)] LBEMEXHF1-17-25
[EEES] (082)253-0693  (FAX:(082)253-0548)
[E2£57] FHIK00H~18E009

[)(—)I/T/J\“ l/x] info@pink.club _ gf:ccf /1
[#-L7" =]  https://pink.club http://ppp.holy.jp project




